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Agenda 

Southern Water– Candover Abstraction 
 
Salmon and Trout Conservation  
 
EA/NE Updates 
 
Hampshire and IOW Wildlife Trust 
( Watercress and Winterbourne Project 
Crayfish Project and Fishlake Meadows 
 
A quick rant! 
 
Questions ? 



Southern Water 

Otterbourne 

Candover Augmentation 
Scheme 



 
·  Following the potential public inquiry earlier this year, Southern Water have 
agreed to comply with reductions in abstraction covering the Candover (as 
well as lower Itchen and Test). 
 
·  This will be accompanied by a significant and long-term package of 
measures to improve resilience of the whole river system to Drought Orders / 
Permits - when needed - through monitoring, mitigation and compensation. 
 
•    The package will be funded by Southern Water and delivered by the 
Environment Agency and Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, with the 
Trust acting as a conduit for funds going through the Test & Itchen 
Catchment Partnership and Watercress & Winterbournes projects. 
 

·  Formal agreements are still being finalised but it is expected that they will 
be signed late 2018 / early 2019. 
 
·  An interim package of monitoring has been undertaken by the Trust during 
the summer of 2018 focusing on crayfish (Upper Itchen), southern damselfly 
(middle and lower Itchen) and water vole (across Itchen). 

Great News 

Thank You All 









Huge thanks to Salmon & Trout Conservation and all the independent 
supporters 



 







Key Study Findings: Existing Literature - 
Phosphorus 

Data from river studies show that phosphorus frequently 
exceeds thresholds, & targets potentially too high anyway 
e.g. Shaw (2011) 

– Analysed Environment Agency historical dataset 
from ~1979-present 

• Candover Brook exceeds 72% of times 
 

• Cheriton Stream exceeds 62%  of times 
 

• R. Arle exceeds  95% of times 
 

• R Arle therefore a particular concern But little 
information on sources. 



Annual averages don’t capture all  

EA Data 2017 



Sewerage Connectivity 
•a) the upper Itchen 
catchment (n=3461) 
• b) the number of rural 
properties (outside of New 
Alresford – n=1137),  
• c) the number of properties 
in New Alresford (n=2324).  

   
Counted using OS Master maps, aerial maps and Southern 
Water records 
1245 properties to private sewerage (septic tanks) 
2216 properties to Alresford Wastewater Treatment 
 



Bold ambition 

• Should we be pushing to get all villages 
within Upper Itchen Catchment on the 
journey to “Mains Sewerage Connection” 

• Likely to take 10 years but unless a 
change is requested now nothing will 
happen and more  

• Considering The River Itchen for World 
Heritage Status 



EA Update 

Please take the time to respond 
to the consultation 
(deadline 7th December 2018),  
A large part of this review is to  
ensure better protection of 
migratory  salmonids, and the draft 
proposals need your support to 
move forwards 
 



EA Update 

• If you would like to understand 
anything further from the EA about the 
draft proposal and implications for 
salmon and sea trout, please contact 
Kerry Sims directly: 
Kerry.sims@environment-
agency.gov.uk or call 07786 747897 

mailto:Kerry.sims@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Kerry.sims@environment-agency.gov.uk


EA Updates 

• If you would like to understand anything 
further about the draft proposal or the 
netting review consultation please get in 
touch with Southern IFCA directly: 
enquiries@southern-ifca.gov.uk  or call 
01202 721373. 

Southern IFCA netting review consultation  
- salmon & sea trout - deadline 7th December 

 

mailto:enquiries@southern-ifca.gov.uk


Alresford Pond 



Natural England Updates 

• A current condition assessment of Brook 
Lampreys being undertaken 

• Catchment Sensitive Farming ongoing 
particularly promoting healthy soils and 
retention (also attending Watercress 
Growers Association meetings)  

• Greater collaboration with EA over the 
impacts of the freshwater environment on 
the Solent Maritime SAC 
 



Awaiting outcome of “WEG”  
from NE re taking Candover 

Brook offline from Grange Lake  













 
 

• Upper Itchen stronghold 
• Three upper tributaries 

• Partnership project 
• Funded by VCT 

• BZS, Sparsholt College, EA & NE partners 

• Landowners, keepers, anglers 

 
 

Southern Chalkstreams Project 
• Conserve Hampshire’s white-clawed crayfish 

• Only species of crayfish native to UK 

 
 



• Collaboration continues to be highly successful 

• Candover supplementation 
• Captive-born crayfish released at second (adjacent) site 

• >160 PIT tagged individuals released autumn / spring 2017-18 

• 10 recaptures in summer 2018 

• Year on year increase in captures at original site 
• Increase in number of young-of-the-year recorded 

• Captured adults PIT tagged 

• PIT tagging at these sites allows study of dispersal 

• Bristol Zoological Society hatcheries 
• Another successful programme in 2018 

Bristol Zoological Society 



Project Work in 2018 



• First / only ark site in Hampshire 

• Est. autumn / spring 2016-17 with approx. 190 captive-born juveniles 

• Monitored for first time in Aug – Sept 2018 

• Extensive suitable habitat  

• No individuals recorded  

• Not unexpected 
• Small crayfish in extensive reed bed 

• Future supplementations planned 

• Re-survey in 2019 and beyond 

 

Sparsholt College – Ark Site 



• Positive progress made on est. bespoke hatchery 
• Produce and maintain Hampshire brood stock 

• Deliver education, engagement and research on WCC conservation 

• Construction included in budget of W&W project 

• Sparsholt College staff visited Bristol Zoo in Oct  

• Partners met in Nov 
• Further meetings planned spring 2019 

• Plans to be finalised summer 2019 
• For inclusion in W&W development report 

Sparsholt College - Hatchery 



• Confirmed recording on River Alre in 2017 
• Devastating news 

• >1.5km surveyed in 2018 
• Multiple techniques used across four visits 
• Single large male signal crayfish recorded 

• In upper 250m of reach; 50m from 2017 record 
• Indicates that (at least) small population present 

• Native crayfish widespread / locally abundant 
• Present throughout lower two-thirds 
• High density at downstream limit 

• Working with partners to determine next steps 
• We all need to minimise risk of  spread – BIOSECURITY! 

 

 
 

Signal Crayfish 

© Jon Cranfield 



• Cheriton Stream 
• Surveyed five site across 1.5km stretch of upper reaches 

• Recent ad hoc records of crayfish received; no crayfish recorded during 
surveys 

• Bourne Rivulet 
• No crayfish recorded during surveys in lower reaches 

• Wallop Brook 
• Two adjacent sections of river surveyed 

• Signal crayfish recorded at both locations 

• River Meon 
• Surveyed site near Soberton 

• Small number of signal crayfish recorded 

 
 

Other Activities 



Hampshire & IOW Wildlife Trust 
 Grazing Project 

 





 

Martyr Worthy Maize Crop 



Now a restored Wildflower Meadow 



Exciting new opportunity 



Fishlake Meadows 



Political Rant 

• We are currently in a deeply worrying time 
for the future of “Our Environment” 

• Constant Government cutbacks and more 
pressing agendas 

• Little “Political” by in 
• Heamoridging experienced and dedicated 

staff within Statutory bodies 
• Drowning in unnecessary process and 

bureaucracy and no delivery      



Worrying State of Nature Reports 

• In the past 50 years 56%of all species 
have declined across the UK 

• A quarter of our native birds are seriously 
at risk and one in five mammals are 
threatened with extinction 

• Up to three quarters of all flying insects 
have been wiped out since WW11 

• Britain is now ranked as one of the most 
nature –depleted countries in the world 



Escalating Pressures 

• Climate change/Water resources 
• Increased development in the South East 
• Modern land management 
• Intensive agriculture/aquaculture 
• World economic markets 

“Mean that we continue to lose the 
precious wildlife that enriches our 
lives and is essential to our the 
health and well-being” 



There are nearly 8 million people in 
the UK who are members of some 

“nature linked” organisation 

If conservationists, governments, 
businesses and individuals all pull 
together, we can provide a brighter 

future for nature and for people. 

Thank you all for coming today and ongoing support 
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