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OUR WORK ON RIVERS 



How we deliver our remit 

• Incentives – stewardship schemes, conservation grants 

• Advice – through the planning system, Habitats Directives 

• Regulation – through licensing and enforcement 

• Partnerships – supporting and enabling other delivery bodies 

• Engagement – talking directly to people 

• Evidence – research, monitoring and surveillance  

 



Natural England Structure  



National work 

• Improving evidence base and conservation rationale including :  

– a coherent narrative on conservation freshwater and wetland 

habitats 

– a new priority river habitat map and associated restoration 

priorities map 

• Highlighting the importance of headwaters for biodiversity 

• Promotion of volunteer data collection 

• England-level programme with EA on physical restoration of river 

SSSIs 

• Catchment Sensitive Farming and Countryside Stewardship 



CASE STUDY: EVIDENCE REPORTS & PAPERS 

• NE continues to build its 

evidence base to support 

evidence-based decision 

making 

 

• NE research papers are 

published  openly available 

 

• Links sent with presentation 



CASE STUDY: PRIORITY RIVER MAPPING 

• New priority river habitat map produced by NE, 

CEH & EA in 2014 

• Includes more river types such as headwater 

streams and active shingle rivers 

• Helps give greater recognition to chalk 

winterbournes 

• Restoration priorities include all chalk rivers  

• Facilitate better spatial planning to protect and 

restore natural river functions 

• GIS layers available to everyone, through 

government commitment to open data 

• Plans for refinement using stakeholder input 

through the Freshwater Biological Association 

• These maps are being built into key decision-

making processes: planning, licensing and agri-

environment targeting 



CASE STUDY – VOLUNTEER SUPPORT 

• Volunteer monitoring increasingly 

important 

• Structured schemes act as indicators 

of ecosystem health 

• NE support and training for the 

Riverfly partnership 

• Helping improve the evidence base 

for chalk rivers 

• Already highlighting trends  in 

species composition 

 



Local work on Chalk Streams 

• Support for partnerships and projects 

– Romsey Waterways partnership 

– Bourne Rivulet Initiative  

– Upper Itchen Initiative  

– Cheriton Sediment Pathway Project 

– Avington Park online lake restoration  

• Working with land managers 

– Catchment Sensitive Farming 

– Stewardship Schemes 

 



CASE STUDY: Avington Park Online Lake 

Restoration 

• Project to reduce temperature 

impacts on salmonid fish spawning 

downstream 

 

• Restore a much-loved historic 

feature, via HLS  

 

• Pilot approach for work on online 

lakes, using innovative approach to 

minimise visual impact (submerged 

barrier) 



Catchment Sensitive Farming & CHALK RIVERS 

• Over 10 years CSF has made significant improvements to water 

quality through providing advice over 2million Ha 

 

• All chalk rivers are high priority areas for CSF advice and water 

options in mid-tier Countryside Stewardship (much wider range of 

incentives is available now than in the past 

 

• Currently working with Southern and Wessex Water funding 

catchment management projects across south east, including the 

Test & Itchen and Dorset 

 

• Provides additional CSF activity increasing the volume of advice we 

can deliver and increasing CSF impact on water quality. 



Case study – Rivers Frome and Piddle – 

improving water quality through CSF  

• Priority CSF catchments for 10 years 

 

• Most western of our chalk river systems 

 

• The usual pollution pressures - nitrates, 

sediments and phosphates 

 

• Both drain into Poole Harbour – site failing 

conservation objectives for elevated nitrate 

levels -80% of which come  from agriculture 

 

• Demonstrable evidence of improvements 



Case study – Rivers Frome and Piddle – 

improving water quality through CSF  

Partnership Projects  

Invaluable to achieving environmental outcomes – joint approaches, 

avoids duplication, demonstrates integration, consistent messaging, 

gives credibility to advice, shares costs / pools resources 

 

• DCC highways muddy flooding incidents response 

• Piddle Track Project (DCC, EA and NE) 

• Cover Crop & Maize undersowing demonstrations  

• Pilot Dorset Maize Charter 

• Wessex Water Nitrates offsetting 



Significant Challenges remain 



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 



Natural England’s Conservation Strategy  

Our strategy is based on three guiding principles:  

 

• creating resilient landscapes and seas  

 

• putting people at the heart of the environment  

 

• growing natural capital  

 

 



Creating resilient landscapes and seas 

• Shift our focus to work at a much larger scale across land and sea 

from sites to landscapes. 

 

• Building on the Lawton report and the approach taken in the marine 

sector, we will focus on long-term resilience. 

 

• In essence this is about making habitats bigger, better, more joined-

up and thinking at a landscape (often catchment) scale 

 

 

 



People at the heart of the environment 

• Imposing and policing rules and regulations not enough.  

 

• We have to inspire people to create change - helping people 

recognise the relevance of the natural environment to their day to 

day lives and the choices they make, 

 

• Make the case for nature  - a healthy natural environment as a 

central part of health, wealth and prosperity. 

 

• Engagement in local partnerships, with our people working to co-

create shared plans for places, rather than simply advocating our 

needs within them 

 



Growing Natural Capital  

• Helps us all understand what we get from the natural world.  

 

• Securing long term stewardship of our environmental assets rather 

than renting outcomes 

 

• Getting the regulatory framework right, alongside inspiring, 

motivating and encouraging people to think long term, will help 

secure voluntary agreements, and incentivise investment. 

 



Implementing the Conversation Strategy  

The how…. 

 

Through the outcomes approach:  

 

• Investment in relationships with our partners and customers 

 

• Establishing a long-term shared vision based on understanding of 

everyone’s outcomes in a patch  

 

• Using flexibility in our thinking and tools to achieve the vision 

 



CASE STUDY : Dorset Hampshire and IoW 



Local Delivery Plan and Focus Areas 

• Our plan contains a number of focus areas which will be used to 

prioritise our resources in coming years 

 

• We can’t continue to do everything everywhere - we need to 

prioritise  

 

• The Dorset, Hampshire & Isle of Wight plan includes the ‘Source to 

Sea’ focus area - a new initiative covering the river catchments 

along the South Coast from the Frome in Dorset to the Test and 

Itchen in Hampshire.    



Source to Sea: the challenge is familiar 

 

• The natural catchment functions are degraded and under continuing 

pressure.   

– Agriculture continues to place stress on soil and water,  

– The demand for water resources pressurises river flows,  

– Urban wastewater plus agricultural pollution causing ecosystem 

change e.g. growth of algae in rivers + along sheltered coasts.   

– Invasive non-native species disrupt natural species assemblages  

– Warming from climate change threaten species that need the 

relatively cool water conditions provided by chalk rivers.  

– River channels are modified and less resilient to change. 

 



Source to Sea: Our approach 

• We shall focus on voluntary measures as a first point of call but work 

with partners to use statutory levers where necessary, mainly: 

 

– CSF, catchment based initiatives, and Countryside Stewardship  

– Statutory and non-statutory water plans or company business 

plans to reduce water abstraction pressure, improve wastewater 

quality and improve ground and river water resources through 

catchment management and deliver biodiversity gain.  

– Development plans and engagement with key developments  to 

secure sustainable development 

• Partnership is key! 



Source to Sea – work plan 

• Catchments – increased penetration of CSF; improved targeting and 

uptake of water options through countryside stewardship 

 

• Rivers – river restoration projects on Frome, Test + Itchen and 

Moors River 

 

• Estuaries – NMP - improve nutrient efficiency with agriculture and 

secure nutrient neutrality for housing growth in Poole Harbour; and 

progress plans in Solent with EA and partners 

 

• Water use – PR19 opportunities for water resources and water 

quality  



Work is already underway: external funding 

• Test and Itchen Catchment Partnership HLF landscape bid under 

development – balancing heritage/public awareness raising with 

work to address water quality and quantity, improving river and 

floodplain habitat, and developing more skills and knowledge of river 

habitats and species.  

 

• NE/Wildlife Trusts wet grassland HLF bid in conjunction with the EA 

–a national project, divided into several areas, including one for the 

Rivers Avon, Test and Itchen. Targeting sites to deliver over and 

above HLS – reconnect floodplain with the river for communities 

(education and flood risk) and wildlife  

 



Much more to do 

Chalk streams and rivers are unique and should be corridors of 

environmental excellence, in a landscape  increasingly under pressure  

 

• We cannot achieve the ambition alone 

• Need to work with a wider variety of organisations, sectors, 

communities and individuals from the outset to achieve long-term 

outcomes 

• Still early stages for our new approach, need constant feedback on 

how to implement our strategy  

• Work with Defra on their new 25 year plan 

• Need to work with you to achieve ambition 

 





LINKS  

• http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/ 

• http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6524433387749

376 - conserving freshwater and wetland habitats 

• http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/435369 - 

freshwater species  

• https://www.fba.org.uk/journals/index.php/FRJ/issue/current/showTo

c - river restoration review 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6524433387749376
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6524433387749376
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/435369
https://www.fba.org.uk/journals/index.php/FRJ/issue/current/showToc
https://www.fba.org.uk/journals/index.php/FRJ/issue/current/showToc

