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OUR WORK ON RIVERS
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How we deliver our remit
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Incentives T stewardship schemes, conservation grants
Advice i through the planning system, Habitats Directives
Regulation 7 through licensing and enforcement
Partnerships T supporting and enabling other delivery bodies
Engagement T talking directly to people

Evidence T research, monitoring and surveillance
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National work
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A Improving evidence base and conservation rationale including :

T a coherent narrative on conservation freshwater and wetland
habitats

I a new priority river habitat map and associated restoration
priorities map

Highlighting the importance of headwaters for biodiversity

Promotion of volunteer data collection

England-level programme with EA on physical restoration of river
SSSis

Catchment Sensitive Farming and Countryside Stewardship
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CASE STUDY: EVIDENCE REPORTS & PAPERS

The physical restoration of English rivers with special
designations for wildlife: from concepts to strategic
planning and implementation
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A NE continues to build its
evidence base to support
evidence-based decision
making

A NE research papers are
published openly available

A Links sent with presentation



CASE STUDY: PRIORITY RIVER MAPPING
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New priority river habitat map produced by NE,
CEH & EAin 2014

Includes more river types such as headwater
streams and active shingle rivers

Helps give greater recognition to chalk
winterbournes

Restoration priorities include all chalk rivers

Facilitate better spatial planning to protect and
restore natural river functions

GIS layers available to everyone, through
government commitment to open data

Plans for refinement using stakeholder input
through the Freshwater Biological Association

These maps are being built into key decision-
making processes: planning, licensing and agri-

Figure 12. Associations between the priority river habitat map and the chalk river habitat . .

environment targeting
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CASE STUDY i VOLUNTEER SUPPORT
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Volunteer monitoring increasingly
important N

Riverfly
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for chalk rivers

Already highlighting trends in
species composition
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Local work on Chalk Streams
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A Support for partnerships and projects
I Romsey Waterways partnership
I Bourne Rivulet Initiative
I Upper Itchen Initiative
I Cheriton Sediment Pathway Project
I Avington Park online lake restoration
A Working with land managers
I Catchment Sensitive Farming
I Stewardship Schemes

TEST VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL MARCH 2013

Romsey’s Waterways and Wetlands Enhancement Strategy

Hampshire
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CASE STUDY: Avington Park Online Lake

Restoration NATURAL
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A Project to reduce temperature
impacts on salmonid fish spawning
downstream

- A Restore a much-loved historic
feature, via HLS

A Pilot approach for work on online
lakes, using innovative approach to
minimise visual impact (submerged
barrier)




Catchment Sensitive Farming & CHALK RIVERS
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A Over 10 years CSF has made significant improvements to water
guality through providing advice over 2million Ha

A All chalk rivers are high priority areas for CSF advice and water
options in mid-tier Countryside Stewardship (much wider range of
incentives is available now than in the past

A Currently working with Southern and Wessex Water funding
catchment management projects across south east, including the
Test & ltchen and Dorset

A Provides additional CSF activity increasing the volume of advice we
can deliver and increasing CSF impact on water quality.



Case study i Rivers Frome and Piddle 1

Improving water quality through CSF NATURAL
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A Priority CSF catchments for 10 years
A Most western of our chalk river systems

A The usual pollution pressures - nitrates,
sediments and phosphates

A Both drain into Poole Harbour i site failing
conservation objectives for elevated nitrate
levels -80% of which come from agriculture

A Demonstrable evidence of improvements




